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ABOUT THE STUDY GUIDE

This audience guide is meant to enhance 
and deepen our audience’s experience and 
understanding. All content is intended for 
educational purposes only.

There are a number of tickets reserved for 
equity-seeking individuals and the Indigenous 
community at a $20 accessibility rate available by 
contacting our box office:
514-739-7944
boxoffice@segalcentre.org
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AUDIENCE ETIQUETTE

Welcome to the Segal Centre! We are so pleased to 
have you join us at our presentation of The Secret 
Chord: A Leonard Cohen Experience.

To make the most of your viewing experience and 
in consideration of the performers and audience 
members around you, please take a moment to 
review the following audience etiquette guidelines 
with your students:

1.	 This is an intimate concert, please don't sing 
along. We ask that you give the performers, 
the story and the songs the respect they 
deserve. Comments from the audience during 
the show are distracting and sometimes 
harmful to the artists. Please remember 
that real people work in our booths and on 
stage to create this experience for you. 

2.	 Please refrain from talking or opening 
candies during the performance.

3.	 Cell phone use in the theatre is not 
permitted during the performance. 
Please put your cell phone on silent and 
refrain from taking pictures and videos 
or texting once the lights go down.

4.	 Food is not permitted in the theatre.

5.	 Please do not kick or step over the seats 
when entering and exiting the theatre.

6.	 If overwhelmed, please feel free to exit 
the theatre. Please use either exit at the 
top of the stairs toward the back of the 
theatre. Do not cross the stage to exit. 

7.	 Enjoy the show!
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CREATED BY FRANK COX-O’CONNELL, MARNI JACKSON AND MIKE ROSS
DIRECTED BY FRANK COX-O’CONNELL

PRODUCTION CREDITS

A SEGAL CENTRE PRESENTATION OF A SOULPEPPER CONCERT

FEATURED PERFORMERS
Divine Brown
Beau Dixon

Andrew Penner
Emily Schultz

Michael Torontow

	 BAND
	 REED	 Jacob Gorzhaltsan
	 TRUMPET	 Tom Moffett
	 BASS	 Bret Higgins
	 DRUMS	 Jamie Drake
	
	 CREATIVE TEAM
	 DIRECTED BY	 Frank Cox-O'Connell
	 CREATED BY	 Frank Cox-O'Connell, Marni Jackson, and Mike Ross	
	 LIGHTING DESIGNER	 Simon Rossiter
	 ASSOCIATE LIGHTING DESIGNER	 Tim Rodrigues
	 SOUND DESIGNER	 Andres Castillo-Smith
	 ORIGINAL PROJECTION DESIGNER	 David Costello
	 ASSOCIATE SOUND DESIGNER	 Michael Wanless
	 PROJECTION DESIGNER	 Frank Donato
	 ASSOCIATE PROJECTION DESIGNER	 Nathan Bruce
	 STAGE MANAGER	 Ava Bishop
	 ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER	 Evan Reid

THE RUNNING TIME IS 90 MINUTES WITH NO INTERMISSION
The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.



55170 CHEMIN DE LA CÔTE-SAINTE-CATHERINE, MONTREAL, QUEBEC, H3W 1M7 SEGALCENTRE.ORG
SEGAL CENTRE
FOR PERFORMING ARTS

Rediscover Leonard Cohen

After sold-out performances in Toronto 
and Montreal, The Secret Chord returns by 
overwhelming demand. Bringing back audience-
favourite performers alongside acclaimed new 
featured artists, this evocative staged concert pays 
tribute to Montreal’s own Leonard Cohen.

Weaving together Cohen’s most iconic songs and 
reflections, the show offers a layered portrait of 
his life and legacy in a rich, emotionally charged 
atmosphere. It explores love, loss, spirituality, 
and the search for meaning through a powerful 
experience performed by an exceptional company 
of artists.

Whether you missed it or can’t wait to relive it, this 
is your moment.1

ABOUT THE SHOW
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Before he became the voice behind Hallelujah 
and many other timeless and beloved 
songs, Leonard Cohen was a Montreal 
poet, novelist and serious bookworm.

Born in Montreal in 1934, Cohen grew up in 
Westmount and studied English Literature at 
McGill. He was writing and publishing poetry 
while he was still a student. By the time he 
released his first album, he had already published 
several books and two novels. He was 33 when 
he became a recording artist! Not exactly a 
typical pop-star origin story... but Cohen was 
anything but typical. He lived for years on the 
Greek island of Hydra, explored Buddhism and 
spent time at a Zen monastery in California. He 
also drew and painted throughout his life.2, 3

His songs tackled the big, complicated stuff: love, 
heartbreak, faith, loneliness, desire, and what it 
means to be human. Some are beautiful. Some 
are dark. Some are funny. Some are all three.

So why are we still talking about him?

Because Cohen never really went out of style.
His songs continue to be recorded, covered and 
discovered by new generations. Hallelujah alone 

has been performed by hundreds of artists, from 
Jeff Buckley and k.d. lang to Celine Dion, Brandi 
Carlile, Tori Kelly, Neil Diamond, Pentatonix, U2, 
Justin Timberlake, Andrea Bocelli and many, many 
more. His music continues to appear in movies, 
television and popular culture to this day.4

Cohen’s legacy is still very much alive. His 
music continues to reach new generations 
because he wrote about things that never really 
go out of date: falling in love, getting your heart 
broken, wanting someone, questioning what 
you believe, feeling lost, and trying to make 
sense of yourself and the world around you.

While his influence can be felt around the world, 
Montreal holds a particularly deep connection to 
Cohen and his legacy. Across the city, Cohen’s face 
and words live on in murals, street names, and old 
snapshots decorating the walls of places he loved.5

Cohen passed away in 2016 at the age of 82, but 
his work continues to find new audiences, inspire 
artists, and spark curiosity across generations.

There’s always another song, another 
story, or another side of Leonard 
Cohen waiting to be discovered.

WHO IS LEONARD COHEN?   
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Leonard Cohen didn’t just live in Montreal. 
The city helped shape who he was. From the 
neighbourhood he grew up in, to the places he 
wrote, ate, worshipped and wandered, traces of 
Cohen can still be found throughout the city.

Here are a few places to start exploring: 

•	Westmount: Cohen’s childhood neighbourhood, 
high school, and home

•	McGill University: where he studied English 
Literature and began publishing poetry

•	Saint-Laurent Boulevard, “the Main”: a part of the 
city closely connected to Cohen’s life and writing

•	His Plateau home and Parc du Portugal: where 
Cohen lived later in life

•	St-Viateur Bagel: one of his favourite Montreal 
stops

•	Notre-Dame-de-Bon-Secours Chapel: The 
chapel’s statue of the Virgin Mary, known as the 
Lady of the Harbour, inspired Cohen’s lyric “our lady 
of the harbour” in Suzanne.

•	Congregation Shaar Hashomayim: the synagogue 
where Cohen grew up and where his family had  
deep roots

•	Shaar Hashomayim Cemetery: where Cohen is 
buried with members of his family 6, 7

Cohen’s face is also part of Montral’s public art. 
Look for Tower of Songs on Crescent Street and 
the enormous Kevin Ledo mural on Saint-Laurent 
Boulevard. Both have become landmarks in the city 
and reminders of how deeply Cohen is connected  
to Montreal.8

There are many existing Leonard Cohen walking 
tours available, take advantage and explore the 
city’s music history, or simply visit a few of the 
places connected to his life.9

Start with one place. Follow the story. 
See where it takes you.

LEONARD COHEN AND MONTREAL
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SHOW SONG LIST

IN MY SECRET LIFE (2001) 
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen & Sharon Robinson

BIRD ON A WIRE (1969) 
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen  
Featuring: Divine Brown 

HEY THAT’S NO WAY TO SAY GOODBYE (1967) 
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen 
Featuring: Emily Schultz 

SUZANNE (1968)  
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen  
Featuring: Michael Torontow  

CHELSEA HOTEL #2 / PIECE OF MY HEART 
(1974/1968)  
Songwriters: Chelsea Hotel (Leonard Cohen), 
Piece of My Heart (Jerry Ragovoy, Bert Berns)  
Arranged by: Frank Cox-O’Connell 
& Mike Ross  
Featuring: Andrew Penner &  Emily Schultz 

I’M YOUR MAN (1988)  
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen  
Featuring: Divine Brown

EVERYBODY KNOWS (1988)  
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen & Sharon Robinson  
Featuring: Beau Dixon 

TAKE THIS WALTZ (1988)  
Songwriters: Leonard Cohen 
& Federico Garcia Lorca  
Featuring: Michael Torontow 

DANCE ME TO THE END OF LOVE (1984) 
Songwriters: Leonard Cohen 
& David Campbell  
Featuring: Andrew Penner 

FAMOUS BLUE RAINCOAT (1971)  
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen  
Featuring:  Emily Schultz 

THE FUTURE (1992)  
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen  
Featuring: Andrew Penner 

YOU WANT IT DARKER (2016)  
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen & Patrick Leonard  
Featuring: Beau Dixon 

TOWER OF SONG (1988)  
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen 
Featuring: Divine Brown 

CLOSING TIME (1992) 
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen 

SO LONG MARIANNE (1967) 
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen 

HALLELUJAH (1984) 
Songwriter: Leonard Cohen 
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There are no “right” answers here. 
Cohen liked complicated questions. You can too.

1.	 Why do you think people continue to connect 
with Cohen's work decades after it was 
written? What makes a song feel timeless? 

2.	 Do you think knowing where an 
artist comes from changes the way 
you understand their work? 

3.	 Cohen often wrote about love, desire, 
faith and loneliness. Why do you think 
artists keep returning to these subjects? 

4.	 Hallelujah has been performed in hundreds 
of different ways. What happens to a song 
when another artist makes it their own? 

5.	 Is there a difference between being 
famous and being influential? 

6.	 What do you think Montreal contributed 
to Cohen's artistic identity? 

7.	 Which Cohen fact surprised you most? 

8.	 If Cohen were 20 years old today, what 
do you think he might write about? 

9.	 What artist today reminds you of 
Cohen in some way? Why? 

A LITTLE CHALLENGE 
 
Pick one Cohen lyric, song, poem or image that 
caught your attention. What do you think he was 
trying to say? Now look it up. Find out what Cohen 
himself said about it, where it came from, or how 
another artist interpreted it. 10, 11

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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1.	 Build Your Own Cohen Playlist - 
Choose three Cohen songs:

•	 One that you already know. 

•	 One that surprised you. 

•	 One you would recommend to someone else.

•	 Compare your choices with a friend.  

2.	 Make a Cohen Map of Montreal - Pick three 
places connected to Cohen and create 
your own mini walking tour. Find out:

•	 What happened there? 

•	 What did the place look like when Cohen knew it? 

•	 Is it still there? 

•	 Is there a story behind the connection?

•	 Bonus: Add one place that isn't in this guide. 

3.	 Find Cohen in the City - Go looking for one of 
Cohen's Montreal murals, plaques or other public 
memorials. Take a photo and investigate why that 
particular image, lyric or location was chosen.

4.	 Compare Song Covers - Listen to two different 
versions of the same Cohen song:

•	 What changes?

•	 The tempo? The voice? The mood? The meaning?

•	 Which version speaks to you more, and why? 

5.	 The Cohen Rabbit Hole - Choose one thing from this 
guide that made you curious and give yourself 15 
minutes to investigate it.  

6.	 Listen to our podcast: Backstage Chatter @ 
The Segal - Go behind the scenes of The Secret 
Chord with Cantor Gideon Zelermyer, a longtime 
collaborator and friend of Leonard Cohen. 
Hear stories about Cohen, his music, and the 
Montréal he called home. Hosted by Sarah 
Deshaies. Listen to the episode on Spotify

COHEN INSPIRED ACTIVITIES

https://open.spotify.com/episode/3N50zwTfI4orUooTci7F3A?si=9EFXQB1oSE-okTC8ZX2zog&nd=1&dlsi=197b2d33f3b04d38
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FINAL TIPS FOR ENJOYING THE SHOW

•	Come curious. You don’t need to know Leonard 
Cohen to enjoy the show. Let the music introduce 
you to him.

•	Listen to the words. Cohen was a poet before he 
was a singer, and his lyrics are full of questions, 
contradictions and surprises.

•	Expect different perspectives. These are Cohen’s 
songs, but every artist brings their own voice, style 
and interpretation.

•	Notice the details. Pay attention to the music, 
lighting, movement and projections, and how they 
help tell the story.

•	Respect the performers. No talking, texting, or 
using phones during the show. 



125170 CHEMIN DE LA CÔTE-SAINTE-CATHERINE, MONTREAL, QUEBEC, H3W 1M7 SEGALCENTRE.ORG
SEGAL CENTRE
FOR PERFORMING ARTS

The Segal Centre is situated on the traditional 
territory of the Kanien’kehá:ka people.  
The land was also a diplomatic meeting place 
with other Iroquoians and Algonquians including 
Algonquin-Anishinaabe, Atikamekw, and 
Huron-Wendat. 

We acknowledge that we are located on a land  
that has been the site of human creativity and 
story-telling for thousands of years, and are thankful 
that we are able to create, collaborate, play, and 
work here.

If you would like to learn more about this Land 
Acknowledgement, about the Indigenous peoples’ 
history, or about the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, here are a few links to help you on 
your journey:

•	About Land Acknowledgements: https://native-
land.ca/territory-acknowledgement/

•	About the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
of Canada: http://www.trc.ca/

•	Native Friendship Centre of Montreal: http://
nfcm.org/

•	Native Montreal: http://www.nativemontreal.com

•	Montreal Urban Aboriginal Community 
Strategy Network (NETWORK: The NETWORK 
is comprised of community sector groups, 
volunteers and government officials who 
work together to improve the quality of life of 
Aboriginal people living in the greater Montreal 
area): http://reseaumtlnetwork.com/

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Driven by a belief in the transformative power of the 
arts to connect communities, the Segal Centre for 
Performing Arts is a not-for-profit theatre company 
with the unique mission to program high quality 
professional English language theatre, celebrate 
and explore Jewish cultural identity, and promote 
the diversity of voices and perspectives in society 
at-large via our artists, staff, content, and other 
programming. The Segal Centre is dedicated to 
creating, developing, producing, and presenting high 
quality theatre that is accessible to all. The Segal 
Centre is a nationally recognized institution with an 
emphasis on programming original interpretations of 
popular classic and contemporary works and invests 
in new Canadian musicals.  
www.segalcentre.org

ABOUT THE SEGAL CENTRE

https://native-land.ca/
https://native-land.ca/
https://nctr.ca/about/history-of-the-trc/trc-website/
https://www.nfcm.org/en/
https://www.nfcm.org/en/
https://nativemontreal.com/
https://reseaumtlnetwork.com/
https://www.segalcentre.org/
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